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David, a kid with _brain disease .
devoted himself to preparing for the
cross-country run. However, when the
big day came, he decided to

drop out of the race. As his teacher,

T was very _concerned about his

situation and turned to find him.
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It was the day of the big cross-country run. Students from seven different primary schools in and around the
small town were warming up and walking the ropte(#4 4 throush evergreen forest.

looked around and finally spotted David, wi4) /i1y 1 mself off to the side by a fence. He was
small for ten years old. His usual big toothy ke Svas™ vuay. I walked over and asked him why he
‘wasn't with the other children. He hesitated and then said he had decided not to run.

‘What was wrong? He had worked so hard for this event! |

1 quickly searched the crowd for the school’s coachand asked him what had happened “I was afraid that
Kids from other schools would laugh at him® he explained uncomfortably. “I gave him the choice to run or not,
_and let him decide.”

O I bit back my frustration(143).I knew the coach meant well - he thought he diligent/perseverane

‘making sure thaiss <che wanted, I turned to find him coming towards me, his small body
rocking from sidel8 ) 1:10) (<16 is feet forward. /

David had a brain disease which prevented him from walking or running like other children, but at school
His clssimates hought of i as & remulr Kid. e siways parTcpate 10 e best oF e abTy T-hatever they
were doing. That was why none of the children tought it unusual that David had decided to join the cross-

country team. It just took longer -that’s all. David had not missed a single practice, and although he always

stic

finished run long after the other children, he did"always finish. As a special education P
was familir with the challenges David faced and was proud ofhis strong defermination. JAAGIRIINCIL
- ;

Read for persondlities of the characters

I quickly searched the crowd for the school’s coach and asked him .

1 bit back my frustration.

As a special education teacher at the school, I was familiar with
the challenges David faced and was proud of his strong
determination.
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“He had worked so hard.....David had not missed a single practice,
and although he always finished run long after the other children, he did
always finish.” BENSIRAFHUE I David ZI75 Y1145 . BERBAIESR
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*Teacher’s love can make a difference to a student’s life.
*It suddenly dawned on me that every effort counts.

*People were deeply moved by his perseverance. He was a
hero to all of us and most importantly to himself.

*David got a special reward for his courage. He also got a lot
of respect from all students, which is worth more than an
award.

David s the main character.
What is David really concerned about?
Will he participate in the race?

will he be changed by the decision to run?
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