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China’s Manufacturing Export

Yingying Liang

ChinaUniversityofPetroleum Beijing 102249

[Abstract] This paper analyzes the depth level of trade agreement clause content construction index to measure FTA, and
empirically tests the influence of different clause content on the technical complexity of China’s manufacturing export. The empirical
study shows that the “total depth of FTA” index in trade agreements has a significant promoting effect on the technical complexity of
China’s manufacturing exports. Among them, the mutual mixing of WTO+ clauses and WTO-X clauses is stronger than their separate
use. The “CORE depth” index of the core clauses in FTA makes a great contribution to improving the technical complexity of export.
After further consideration of the legal implementation of each clause, WTO-X clause and core clause have stronger promoting effect
on the technical complexity of export than other clauses. By adding intermediate variables to the domestic added value of export
products, it is identified that FTA clauses can indirectly promote the improvement of export technical complexity by improving the
domestic added value of export products.
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