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Analysis of the main factors affecting the ecological footprint of emerging countries
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Abstract: Using the ecological footprint as a measure of environmental degradation, we analyzed the impact of natural
resources, technological innovation, and economic growth on the ecological footprint of emerging countries using econometric
methods based on panel data of emerging countries from 1984 to 2017. The findings suggest that countries rich in natural
resources can mitigate environmental degradation by reducing fossil fuel consumption and limiting imports. Depletion of
natural resources can also mitigate further environmental deterioration by implementing sustainable management practices and
by continuing to improve the production and consumption of remaining natural resources. At the same time, technological
innovation can be effectively incorporated into a country's Sustainable Development Goals to slow down environmental
degradation. The environmental Kuznets curve (EKC) hypothesis holds that high economic growth will increase the ecological
footprint.
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