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Diachronic Evolution and Generative Mechanism of
Greeting “Chi Le Ma?”

Yi Chen
School of Humanities, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234

Abstract: There are many use cases of “chi le ma” in the greeting of concern from Yuan Dynasty to the middle of Qing
Dynasty, and there are many variants. This paper makes a diachronic and synchronic corpus search of “chi le ma” and its
variants, and finds that it is mainly verb non subject predicate sentences in sentence pattern, and different interrogative
sentence forms appear in sentence types; The generalization of situation and the embodiment of patient make pragmatic
preparations for it to become a greeting. In the context hypothesis, ostensive-inferential communication and the best relevance
principle, “chi le ma” further becomes a greeting.
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