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The Diachronic Evolution and Motivation of “Congsu”

Yuanjun Xu
College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234

Abstract: This paper takes the diachronic evolution of “Congsu” as the main line, and studies the evolution process and
motivation of “Congsu”. The combination of “cong” and “Su” first appeared in the Tang Dynasty. “Congsu” began its
lexicalization process in the Song Dynasty, and developed into a word from a loose preposition object structure in the

Qing Dynasty. In the evolution of “Congsu”, prosodic constraints, high-frequency use and other drivers have played an

indispensable role in its promoting.
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