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Pure Romance -- Discussion on Ruskin's Thought of
Painting Education

Jiani Ding
School of Art and Design, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan 650091

Abstract: John Ruskin, a famous art critic in19th century.He put forward a series of ideas and methods of art education for
London’s workers in reaction to the deficiency of liberal education for British working class in the Industrial Revolution.
Ruskin’s education thoughts of art propose students to return nature, to observe nature by “innocent eye”, and his teaching
method of painting laid particular emphasis on cultivating imagination, creativity and observation, so that students can enter
painting creation while retaining their sensibility to the external world in the greatest extent. This paper will begin with
Ruskin’s teaching identity, by analyzing three aspects of Ruskin’s ideas of art education, morality, aesthetics, teaching method,
and exploring the cause of his thoughts of art education, we can further understand Ruskin’s ideas of art education and the
development of British art education for working class in 19th century.
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