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A Study on Content Validity of English Reading Comprehension in Chongqing High School
Entrance Examination from 2020 to 2022

Yu Wen
College of Foreign Chinese, Chongqing Three Gorges University, Wanzhou, Chongqing 401400

Abstract: This paper takes the reading comprehension section of the English examination papers (A and B versions) from the
Chongqing City Junior High School Entrance Examination for the years 2020-2022 as the research object. Based on Bachman and
Palmer’s (1996) framework of task characteristics in language testing, the paper analyzes the characteristics and quality of the reading
comprehension questions in the Chongqing City Junior High School Entrance Examination after the cancellation of the examination
outline, focusing on two aspects: text input and expected answers. The research findings indicate that the reading comprehension
questions in the Chongqing City Junior High School Entrance Examination from 2020-2022 have high content validity and are in
line with the curriculum standards. However, there are uneven distributions of text genres and incomplete coverage of reading skills,
with limited focus on comprehension of details and other areas. The findings aim to provide references for question designers of the
Chonggqing City Junior High School Entrance Examination.
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