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Dear Sugitani Akihito sensei,
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Sensei, an old custom in my hometown dictated that a
newborn child is given the name of a body part or organ. Nose
Chen, for instance, Eyes Zhao, Colon Wu, Shoulder Sun-+++-
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Tian Guihua was a distant aunt of Lii Ya, close enough
to be considered family. Wan Xin, he said to Gugu, aren’ t you
ashamed to hit an old woman?
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My grandmother would not hear of it. How different can it
be? she said. You’ re not expecting a unicorn, are you?
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Wang Gan? Gugu remarked. He’ s the proverbial toad
wanting to taste the swan’ s flesh.
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An old man named Wang intoned sadly:

toad wanting to taste the swan’ s flesh” ,
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“A demon
emerges, the nation submerges!”
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