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A Multi-modal Study on the Pragmatic Identity Construction
of “Wang Xifeng” in Henan Opera Wang Xifeng

Jingyu Wang, Xiaoxuan Fan
School of Foreign Studies, Hebei University, Baoding, Hubei 071000

Abstract: As one of the five major operas in China, Henan Opera is very influential because of its aria of Bangzi and its
emphasis on the inner feelings of the characters. By narrowing down clues of The Dream of Red Mansions, Wang Xifeng
creates a complex female image with multiple identity through “Entertaining Granny Liu, Fighting with You Erjie craftily and
Entrusting Qiao Jie to Granny Liu” by means of verbal mode (lyrics) and non-verbal mode (a set of actions, drums music,
costumes and makeup, lighting control). Therefore, based on the theory of Pragmatic Identity Construction, this paper analyzes
the types and strategies of Wang Xifeng’s pragmatic identity construction in Henan Opera Wang Xifeng from the perspective
of multi-modal methods, so as to explore the uniqueness of characters’ pragmatic identity construction in dramatic discourse.
Keywords: Pragmatic identity; Multi-modal analysis; Wang Xifeng
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