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From Liu Xie to Han Yu: the Logical Generation of Dao
and the Embodiment of Literary Theory

Yulan Deng

College of Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan 410081

Abstract: Literature and Dao are important conceptual categories in the history of Chinese ancient literary criticism. In the

process of discussing the relationship between them, a series of classical expressions such as “literature clarifies Dao” and

“Dao wins literature”. Starting from Liu Xie, who first proposed the tradition of Ming Dao, this paper tries to compare with

Han Yu, the leader of the ancient prose movement in the Tang and Song Dynasties, and clarify the ideological and cultural

roots of the two “Dao” and the similarities and differences in the embodiment of specific literary theories, so as to form a deep

understanding of literature, Dao and their relations.
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