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A Study on the English Translation of “Tuan Fan
Poetry” from the Perspective of Xu Yuanchong’s “Three
Beauty Principles”
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Guilin University of Electronic Science and Technology, Guilin, Guangxi 541004

Abstract: Poetry has rich connotation and graceful meaning. It is the artistic treasure of Chinese traditional culture. Translation
plays an important role in the process of promoting Chinese traditional culture. However, poetry translation should not only be
faithful to the original text, but also reproduce the beauty of the original poem. With the guidance of Mr. Xu Yuanchong’s three
beauty principles as the theoretical basis, this paper will take the classic poem “Tuan Fan Poetry” as an example, to analyze

Kenneth Rexroth’s translation, to explore its English translation characteristics, so as to put forward some valuable references

for the English translation practice of poetry.
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A Present from the Emperor’ s New Concubine
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Lady P’ an

I took a piece of the rare cloth of Ch’ i,

White silk glowing and pure a frost on snow,

And made you a fan of harmony and joy,

As flawlessly round as the full moon.

Carry it always, nestled in your sleeve.

Wave it and it will make a cooling breeze.

I hope, that when Autumn comes back

And the North Wind drives away the heat,

You will not store it away amongst old gifts

And forget it, long before it is worn out.

( Kenneth Rexroth # )
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