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On How to Inherit and Develop Straw Weaving Culture
among College Students

Renxing Yin, Hui Wang, Ao Xie
Hebei Engineering University, Handan, Hebei 056000

Abstract: About the craft history of straw weaving, straw weaving is a handicraft made of various flexible herbs as raw
materials. Its raw materials grow in a wide range of areas and are easy to obtain and make, so straw weaving technology
is very popular among the people in our country. At present, the earliest straw woven relics in China are made by Hemudu
people, 7000 years ago. According to the book of rites, in the Zhou Dynasty, there were Guanxi seats made of guanxi (Pucao),
and there were professional “grass workers” and “tools for making reeds”. By the spring and autumn period and the Warring
States period, there were hats made of Xuan Ma and Pu Cao. During the Qin and Han Dynasties, straw weaving was widely
used among the people, including straw sandals, straw mats, grass fans, straw curtains and futons for monks and believers
to meditate. From the Han Dynasty to the prosperous Tang Dynasty, straw weaving was also more developed. In addition to
the Pu clothes and shoes made of Pu grass, there are also Pu sails made of Pu grass. The straw weaving raw materials in the
Yangtze River Basin mostly use wild yellow grass, Su grass, mat grass (water hairy flower), golden silk grass, dandelion,
asparagus, iris, Kuai grass, recommended grass, bamboo shell, Ruo shell, etc., as well as artificially cultivated crop straw
as raw materials. It is suitable for grass weaving. The grass stem is smooth, with few nodes, thin and flexible, and has
strong tensile force and folding resistance; the forage collected and cut shall be selected, combed neatly and prepared after

preliminary processing. Straw mats, straw sandals and other daily necessities are the most distinctive in the Yangtze River
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Basin. They are distributed in Sichuan, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangsu, Zhejiang and other places. Among them, Zhejiang is China’s

straw production base and has been exported to foreign countries since the 1840s.

The so-called straw weaving is a traditional knitting craft with herbs as the main raw materials. As one of the oldest skills

of mankind, knitting has become an important means for Chinese ancestors to manufacture practical goods as early as ancient

times. Straw weaving has been popular among Chinese people for thousands of years, and has been continuously carried

forward in this process. Folk craftsmen from all over the country have made full use of the flexible stalks, skins, cores, leaves

and roots of herbaceous plants to create and summarize rich knitting techniques such as weaving, knot, braid, buckle, tie,

twist, entangle, net, string and plate, making straw weaving an important source of daily necessities for the general public.
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