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An Analysis of English Teachers’ Questioning in Senior High School
Based on the Cultivation of Thinking Quality
-- A Case Study of A Senior High School English Demonstration Class

Lisha Luo

College of Foreign Languages and Literature, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730000, Gansu, China

[Abstract] English Curriculum Standards for Senior High Schools (2017 Edition, Revised in 2020) requires the cultivation of students’ core
competencies. As one of the core competencies, thinking quality has become the focus of English teaching. Cultivating students’ thinking quality
and promoting students’ all-round development have attracted wider attention from English teachers. Teachers’ questioning can promote classroom
teaching, encourage students to express opinions, train students’ thinking and promote the development of students’ core competencies. Based on
the observation of a senior high school English teaching case, this paper systematically analyzes how teachers’ questioning improve students’

thinking quality.
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T: What groups of people do you think are these
commercials made for?

S: Kids

T: Kids or we can say children.
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T: It is illegal for children to work in factories, if
something is illegal, it is allowed by law?

S: No.

T: No, so we can see it is actually banned by law,
good!
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T: When will you feel in inferior?

S: When I get bad grades, I will feel in inferior.

T: Good, that’ s all right. We have ups and downs in
life. That’ s all right.
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T: As you may have found, we have four passages on
this page, right? Marked by A, B, C and D, then which one
do you think is the complete article? And which three are
just parts of letters? How about deskmate?

S: I think A, passage A is the whole passage and B, C,
D is the three comments.

T: Are letter cuttings.

S: Letter cuttings.
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T: Would you please talk to your deskmate what’ s
your point o view on this topic, and what may be your
supporting reasons or details?

S: I am disagree with the commercial.

T: You say you think TV commercials are...?

S: Bad.

T: Bad, OK.

S: Because I think children should be more and so
compared with story books, children should not be more
likely to choose money or possessions.
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T: Now, would you please work in groups of four, try
to ask a question to challenge, to fight against 1, 2, 3
or 4, you just choose one place to challenge, and simply
explain why your group want to ask that question. Am I
clear?

S: Does 20% means all.

T: Yes, that’ s your question. Why?

S: So,

children don’ t pursue money or possessions.

20% is not a big number and the most of

T: OK, so you mean how about the rest of students, the
rest of children?

S: The rest of children.

T: You don’ t know what they are thinking

S: I don’ t know what they’ re thinking
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