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A Comparative Study of English-Chinese Greetings
from a Cross-cultural Perspective

Chen Li

Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, Gansu, China

[Abstract] As the most common linguistic expression in people's social life, greetings have the function of establishing and
maintaining different interpersonal relationships in culture. Due to different cultural backgrounds, greetings vary from culture to
culture. Based on Lech's principle of politeness, this study focuses on the content, syntactic and semantic differences between English
and Chinese greetings, and then explores the influence of cultural factors on the differences between English and Chinese greetings.

Only by correctly understanding the cultural differences in the greeting can language users choose the correct expression that conforms

to the cultural norms of others, so as to achieve the purpose of cross-cultural communication.
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