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The charm of Mogao Caves art comes from where

Wenjing Li

Northwest Normal University Dunhuang College, Dunhuang, China, 736200

[Abstract] Grottoes, a unique art form, were introduced into Mogao Caves from India. Based on the long cultural tradition of
the Han and Jin dynasties, the art of the Chinese grottoes has absorbed the artistic nourishment of the Indians and other foreigners,
the continuous blending of Chinese and foreign cultures has led to the innovation, prosperity and development of Buddhist art in the
Sui and Tang dynasties. Buddhism focuses on practice. Buddhists in ancient India built caves in the mountains far from the cities
for practice and worship. The temples built in the city and the grottoes far away from the city are two aspects of Buddhist religious
activities that complement each other. Mogao Caves is a complex art of architecture, sculpture and fresco. The continuous construction
of Mogao Caves art from the 4th century to the 14th century left more than forty-five thousand square meters of murals and more than
2,000 painted statues, making it a Chinese art treasure.
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