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On Isabel’s Quest for Freedom in “Portrait of a
Noblewoman”

Yuzhen Wang

College of Foreign Chinese, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730000, Gansu, China

[Abstract] “Portrait of a Lady” is Henry James’s masterpiece and one of his most influential works, and the success of the novel
lies in the author’s description of the heroine Isabel Archer. Isabel Archer, an outstanding and attractive female figure in the history
of world literature, has aroused great interest among literary critics and the public since the day of her publication, especially Henry
James’s portrayal of her inner activities and ideology. This paper mainly focuses on the heroine’s pursuit of freedom, and fully
explores Isabel Archer’s tortuous path of pursuing freedom, that is, Isabel’s initial understanding of freedom consciousness, her own
practice of freedom, and her re-understanding of the true meaning of freedom and the return of freedom. By analyzing the spiritual
path of the heroine Isabel’s pursuit of freedom in “Portrait of a Noble Lady”, it helps readers to have a deeper understanding of Isabel’s
character and learn from it. Isabel’s spiritual path of pursuing freedom reflects the painful growth of the individual on the path of self-
realization, but she still encourages the spirit of freedom and self-pursuit.
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