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An Interpretation of Ecological Thought in Our
Town from the Perspective of Eco-criticism

Heqing Sun
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[Abstract] Our Town is one of the masterpieces of American dramatist Thornton Wilder. In this play, he tells the story of daily
life from details in the small town of Grover's Corner. Most researchers have focused on the theme and form of the drama, but less
on Wilder’s ecological ideas. From the perspective of Eco-criticism, this article discusses the natural scenery, social relations and
residents’ spiritual world in the drama from three dimensions, which are natural ecology, social ecology and spiritual ecology, and
explores Wilder’s ecological thoughts. In the natural ecological environment, Wilder advocates a harmonious and unified dwelling
space between man and nature. In the social ecological environment, it is necessary to maintain friendly interpersonal relations and
build a community with a shared future for mankind. In the spiritual ecological environment, people should pay more attention to
the healthy development of the human subject’s spirit and the maintenance of the original intention of pursuing nature. Our Town
aims to enlighten modern people that only by establishing a harmonious and balanced ecological world can nature and mind regain
a pure land.
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