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Cognitive-poetic Interpretation of Fantasy Novels

Nengneng Zhang

Xinhua College of Ningxia University, Ningxia Yinchuan 750021

Abstract: Fantasy novels are widely loved by readers and are also the object of analysis and research by many scholars.

However, most of the studies on fantasy novels are conducted from the perspectives of literature, linguistics and translation,

and few of them are from the perspective of cognitive poetics. As a new interdisciplinary, cognitive poetics focuses on

analyzing the psychological representation of readers in the process of reading with the theories and methods of cognitive

science, cognitive linguistics and cognitive psychology, which can interpret fantasy novels from different angles and at a

deeper level. From the perspective of cognitive poetics, this paper will analyze the narrative structure of the Harry Potter series

of novels, the world transformation in the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, and Alice's dual self in Alice in Wonderland to

prove its explanatory power to fantasy novels.
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