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The Journey of Humbert in Lolita Returning to Reality

Jingjing Tan
Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610200

Abstract: Most of Nabokov's novel Lolita, also known as Confessions of a White Widower, is Humbert's confession of the

guilt he committed. The process of being seduced by memory and desire, struggling in desire and time, and finally returning to

reality, as Humbert states in his confession, coincides with Campbell's theory of the single myth, and this paper argues that the

novel's main character Humbert's story presents the core pattern of the single myth “Departure-Enlightenment-Return”, which

embodies Humbert's journey to break free from the past and return to reality.
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