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On the function and significance of Tongshi in Tang Dynasty.

Zhang Yanping.

(school of Foreign languages, Literature, Kunming, Yunnan 650500)

Abstract: During the Edo period in Japan, the shogunate implemented a stringent isolation policy, effectively restricting diplomatic
engagements with foreign nations. However, two noteworthy exceptions to this policy were trade transactions conducted with the Netherlands and
China (Qing Dynasty) exclusively in Nagasaki. In the context of the isolationist measures, the term "Nagasaki trade" specifically pertains to
commercial activities transpiring at the designated trading post of Dejima in Nagasaki. Individuals actively participating in the forefront of these
trade endeavors were colloquially known as "Tang—tongshi."

This thesis centers its investigation on Tang—tongshi, delving into the intricate historical backdrop and evolutionary shifts within both Qing
and Japanese trade dynamics. The analysis extends to the origin and occupational facets of Tang—tongshi, probing into their defined role and
broader significance in the commercial landscape. Furthermore, the study scrutinizes the hereditary system governing Tang—tongshi.

By doing so, the intent is to furnish a scholarly reference point for elucidating the role and broader significance attributed to Tang—tongshi
within the historical and economic context of the Edo period.
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