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A brief discussion on the phenomenon of contemporary youth subculture
Taking emojis as an example
Jingrou Lin'  Zhenjia Huang® Zimo Wu®
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[Abstract]In the era dominated by social media, memes in the form of emojis and emoticons have thrived
across various online platforms, experiencing widespread dissemination. As opposed to conventional written language,
individuals frequently lean towards the utilization of visual emoticons and emojis to articulate themselves during everyday
conversations. This phenomenon is particularly conspicuous within contemporary youth demographics. Young adults
exhibit a proclivity for employing the novel symbolic language encapsulated within these memes to convey their distinct
identities, thereby fostering a subculture embedded within meme culture. This paper delves into the characteristics of youth
subculture within memes from three primary facets: the trendsetting culture, peer culture, and the culture of criticism.
Additionally, it elucidates the factors underlying the proliferation of memes, considering technological innovation, cultural
milieu, and psychological needs as key determinants. By dissecting the rational approach to the emergence of meme
popularity, this article offers guidance on how contemporary youth can employ memes judiciously.
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