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A Corpus—based Comparative Study of Hedges in Chinese and American Spokespersons' Remarks
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Abstract: On the basis of two self=built corpora, this study conducts a comparative study on the frequencies, patterns, features of distribution and the
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different usages of hedges in American spokespersons' remarks with the adoption of Prince's classification. It is found that hedges in American
spokespersons' remarks were significantly more than those in Chinese spokespersons' remarks. Adaptors and rounders in American spokespersons' remarks
were significantly more than those in Chinese spokespersons' remarks. The differences of plausibility shields and attribution shields in two corpora were not

significant. It is aimed to increase learners' understanding of features of diplomatic language and hedges, and facilitate a multi—perspective analysis of

diplomatic discourses.
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