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Still the fact that the bride was living in a different house made it
possible to have the form of a bridal procession and have the exchange of
gifts made with some show of formality."
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Then in a special red cardboard box was the bride’ s diadem of small
pearls and an ornament of pearls mixed with small emeralds, in the design
of the Great Dipper constellation, with down—hanging strings of colored
stones. There was also a jade juyi, a purely ornamental but important

formal wedding gift, usually placed on the table for display as a symbol of

good luck."
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You can buy a farm with a hundred taels of silver. !
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She took out of her jacket a package of silver and turned it over to the
bride’ s mother and said this was the menpao, or presents of silver for
servants of the bride’ s family which in case meant the servants of the
Yao® s. Next she gave a red envelope containing a bank check for six
hundred taels, which constituted the pingli, usually given months before
the wedding by the bridegroom’ s family for the bride to buy her trousseau
with, apart from the actual dresses."
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The Empress Dowager had hesitated hetween avoiding a war with the
foreign powers and using the Boxers, a strange, unknown, frightening force
whose one object was to destroy the foreigners in China and who claimed

magical powers and magic protection against foreign bullets."!
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“I am only afraid of going about and troubling others,” said Mannia.

“Meimei, I want also to see your home. I only saw your father years ago,

and have never met your family. But how can we impose this upon you?” "
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