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“Negro Nation” wunder “pain alliance”: Heiren Wenxue and the Imagination of African American Identity in the 1930s China

Abstract: Yang Changxi’ s Heiren Wenxue is the first Chinese study on African American literature. Yang Changxi
believes that Black people around the globe should unite and establish a “Negro Nation” to fight against white racism
and imperialism. This interpretation of “Negro Nation” represents China’ s profound anxiety of losing its political
sovereignty and cultural identity in the crisis of imperialist oppression. This anxiety is manifested by scholars like
Yang and China’ s proletariat readers in their expectation for a Negro Nation. This expectation, however, detached itself
from what “Negro Nation’ s” original meaning in the American context. This article studies the exposition of “Negro
Nation” 1in the American context, and how Heiren Wenxue deviates from the original version. This article argues that
Yang has two major misinterpretations on “Negro Nation”: misinterpretation of Black American identity and National
boundary.
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ERPEEMNAREEFTFEECENMES, BEER T—RRTBAEZRNEZLE (ERPHBAEZ) (A Negro
(1902-1976 ) Y { BEASC) (1933) [ 2013 4EA B HHE AR Nation within the Nation ).t BHUHRE], 755 0 1Al R
Bpep (W%, 2013, 2014; #/MAY, 2020), (A ) HEAH BEHOR T, 5 EI T 4T R A B A 2B LAY SE R B BE A5
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BUADHERGENR TIEEEEERAN S Ren 6 Maran ) BB s 2 HBUR 2 A TE st e 2l ity 1 ARILIR I 1A
/N TR IE4 ) ( Batouala ) (45-48 ), HAERFREEMER MR, AN, B A BT RIS, WA . AT A
LA A B R A S RE AL 7 11 R ] 3 SRS 22 T I R HHESEN L TR SNHY, S0k aailly, BAB
KB, AR R 2 SCRBUNA I o BRI, BN 2 R FURR S AT T, REARMRFEHLAT” ( Du Bois, 1935:
SANETHCHER, SHAARAE. IMBARRERT 266 ), THIGFICRE (MU A AE RS 2 IE oA RN TRV i ple 7 S8 N, A
TR, BT SRR R, BAR TR, ARE R TR AR S5 [ RN, I Y AR
o 7EtmER CRASCE ) B3R 20 thaD et s EEH HRIMATHS, T (EEBA) "L SR — BRI A

TARRT I S Oy RIBIHR AT AR BRI B ZRYFRRI s PR AT LIRIZR — T B 7 AT SR TR A A R TR AN
2 Bk, EEEG CBAER” SRR (Du Bois, 1935: 269 ),
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MBAERKX, S RAREMEISS—, Bk . Xk
MEF G —ME £ HEEEER R EBE", Lhr L
Julia H. Lee FTijt, J& “20 {HEA2FF7EM—FE R hrdtfE, X4
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“HNER" BRI A IR E A R, RSO S
BIZIZIE . M TREBARBREER, FAlRL WRINscE
S RREMIER SRR, “BAER” ELA W —F LIS %E
| B FSCALEAF (1 — R R B3I IR]” ( Dawahare, 2002:
XV), I HRNFA TR A e A 9 E M Scf B0y, B ek
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( double-consciousness ) R XTI Ah SCAL B A IR ) — A~ 22 s it
B ARSI B E Y BUREEA, SRR T
AR, Wik, MITRIERRTE; — RO SR
FEE L5 3 PSR, TS A B BRI B A OR
AL (Du Bois, 2018: 4), WlRt, —MEEFEE A
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Ko AR R HSCR T RO R R XM SR
R AR EEA BT R I B 2 S5, R 2 B AR E
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