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Women’ s Survival Plight: A Horneyan Interpretation of Hototogisu
Wang Junmei
(School of Foreign Studies, Anhui University, Anhui Hefei 230601 )

Abstract: Inhis work “Hototogisu”, Tokutomi Roka described the love tragedy of Kataoka Namiko. In the transitional
Meiji era, Kataoka Namiko suffered physically from tuberculosis pain, and she was spiritually overwhelmed by the constant
torture of her mother—in—law. Finally, she dead miserably and vowed mournfully that she would never ever be a woman.
In the perspective of Karen Horney’ s Neurotic Personality Theory, this paper, reinterpreting the novel, explores the

protagonist’ s neurotic tendencies and the defense strategies adopted by her, reflecting the plight of women in that

socio—cultural context
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