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A Comparative Study of the Ideology Theories of Engels and Gramsci in Their Late Years
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(PhD candidate in Management Philosophy, School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China)
Abstract: In his later years, Engels sharply exposed the hypocritical side of capitalism behind ideological

manipulation in the face of the era of bourgeois counterattacks, the chaos of proletarian theory, and the prevalence
of opportunism within the party, fundamentally safeguarding the theoretical achievements of orthodox Marxism from being
violated. Gramsci saw the reality that the proletarian movement was frequently frustrated by fascist attacks and the
danger of intra—party mechanism, and realized that the proletariat should use the strongest means of bourgeois rule
- ideological leadership — to seize the victory of the proletarian revolution. Similar historical backgrounds have led
to two different views of two great scholars on ideological theory. In terms of ideological theory, Engels was committed
to upholding the ideological theory created by Marx and Engels during his lifetime, maintaining the purest Marxist
achievements, and drawing a clear line with capitalism. What Gramsci saw was that ideology, as cultural leadership,
can bring victory to the proletarian revolution, Ideology is not a unique tool of the bourgeoisie. From their ideological
theory, we can see the differences between Western Marxism and orthodox Marxism.
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