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The relationship between health literacy and HIV testing attitudes among college students who have sex with men in Shaanxi

Province: The chain mediating role of internalized homophobia and social support
Li Juncheng
(School of Sociology and Law, Shanxi Normal University, Taiyuan, Shanxi 030031 )

Abstract: Objective To explore the relationship between health literacy and HIV testing attitudes among college
students who have sex with men, and the mediating role of internalized homophobia and social support. Methods 515 male
sex behavior undergraduate, master and doctoral students in Shaanxi Province were investigated by health literacy scale,
AIDS detection attitude Scale, internalized homophobia scale and perceptive Social support scale. Results (1) Health
literacy was positively correlated with social support and HIV testing attitude, and negatively correlated with
internalized homophobia; (2 ) The mediating effect of health literacy on social support through internalizing homophobia,
the mediating effect of internalizing homophobia on HIV testing through social support, and the mediating effect of
health literacy on HIV testing through internalizing homophobia and social support were all significant. Conclusion
Internalized homophobia and social support play a chain mediating role between health literacy and HIV detection attitudes
of college students who have sex with men.
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