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On Robert Hutchins’ s Conception of General Education

——A Discussion based on The Higher Learning in America
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Abstract: The value and difficulties of general education, which has been a model of higher education with global

influence, are worth deep reflection. Robert Hutchins is an important representative of the theory and practice of

contemporary general education. His The Higher Learning in America has a wide influence on contemporary general education.

In The Higher Learning in America, Hutchins puts forward the principles of intellect and permanent studies concerning

general education on the basis of the purpose of university education, and accordingly conceives a detailed general

education curriculum. Hutchins’

concept of general education is worthy of thorough examination.
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