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The Exploration of English unit teaching from the
perspective of “Big Ideas”

Ziheng Lv
(Foreign Language College, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, Zhejiang, China, 325035)

Abstract: The English Curriculum Standards for Senior High Schools (2017 Edition, 2020 revision) updated the teaching
content, requiring that “English teachers should attach importance to the ‘Big Ideas’ of the subject, making the curriculum content
structured; teachers also need to take the theme as the guidance, making the curriculum content situational, so as to promote the
implementation of the students’ subject core competencies”. The introduction of the term “Big Ideas” requires that the focus of
unit teaching should gradually move from the fragmented learning in the past to the formation of a clear new subject “Big Ideas”.
Based on trying to clarify the relationship among the big ideas, the unit teaching, and the subject core competencies of students,
this paper reconstructs the unit teaching from five key actions: determining the content of unit teaching, summarizing the big ideas
of unit teaching, formulating the teaching objectives, carrying out the learning activities of unit and determining the evaluative

criteria, to provide reference for the quality-oriented teaching reform.
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