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A Study of the Female Images in Pearl S. Buck's Works from a Cross cultural

Perspective

Taking Alan in 'The Earth' as an example

Wanqing Wang

Jiangsu University, Zhenjiang,Jiangsu, 212000

Abstract: Pearl S. Buck was born in the United States but grew up and lived in China. This unique experience bestowed upon her a
dual cultural upbringing, encompassing both Chinese traditional culture and Western civilization. It also endowed her with a
distinctive cross-cultural perspective. The portrayal of female characters is an important reflection of national image, and Pearl S.
Buck's depiction of Chinese women differs from other foreign writers as well as local authors. She presents the repression and virtues
of traditional Chinese women in a more objective narrative style, along with an expectation for their awakening of female
consciousness. The protagonist, Allyn, in "The Good Earth," is a typical portrayal of a feudal woman in Buck's works. This paper
will take Allyn as an example to analyze Pearl S. Buck's depiction of feudal Chinese female characters from a cross-cultural
perspective, and dissect the feminist ideas underlying her works.

Keywords: Pearl S. Buck; Cross cultural perspective; Female image; Alain; The Earth
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