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A Review of Empirical Research on Second Language
Vocabulary Acquisition Based on the Engagement Hypothesis
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Abstract: Vocabulary is the basis of second language acquisition and second language vocabulary acquisition has always been
one of the focuses of academic attention. According to the “input hypothesis” proposed by Laufer and Hulstijn, the higher the
task input index is, the better the incidental vocabulary acquisition effect is. Since the “input hypothesis” was put forward,
it has aroused extensive attention in the academic circle. Many scholars at home and abroad verify this hypothesis through
experiments, and relevant studies emerge in an endless stream. This paper reviews the current status of empirical research
on 12 vocabulary acquisition based on “input hypothesis” from the aspects of experimental subjects, task design and research
conclusions, points out the limitations of relevant research, and puts forward suggestions for the development of relevant
research in the future.
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