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On the Linguistic Differences of Verbs--Like and Love: An Investigation and
Comparative Analysis Based on English-Chinese Corpus
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Tianjin Foreign Studies University, Tianjin, 300011

Abstract: Using the research methods of corpus linguistics. The words like and love are retrieved respectively. By counting
the difference of word frequency distribution in different language domains of the corpus, the differences among them can be

clarified by observing the linguistic features such as different collocations, class associations and semantic rhymes presented

in the retrieval lines. This method can supplement the traditional word discrimination effectively.
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il ngs from their parents by various means like asking simple questions. Parents al 109 7 6% 0 3%l 0 3%l besti\edu003.ttl  30%

2| at education is only for realistic benefits, like finding a good job and well-paid job. 252 18 8%l 0 6%l 0 6%I| best\edu003 txtl  76%
_3- he can teach herself whenever she feels like learning. Apart from the specialized 280 15 4%l 0 8%l 0 8%l best\edu053 txtl  76%
T4 As we know, human's brain is like a machine which needs working con 151 94%l 0 8%l 0 8%l best\edu059 txtl  48%
" 5| a means to secure good jobs. However, like most people, | view education as a lif 22 15% 06% 0 6% bestiedulfd.txtl 6%
g The modern world is like a labyrinth full of blocks of new 4 04%l 01% 0 1% bestieduB5.txtl 1%
I ngs from their parents by various means like asking simple questions. Parents al 109 7 6%l 0 3%l 0 3%l 2\60\edu003 txtl  30%
" 8)at education is only for realistic benefits, like finding a good job and well-paid job. 252 18 8%l 0 6%l 0 6%l a\60\edu003 txtl  76%
" 9| s from be lost. People’s natural abilities, like natural plants, need proyning by edu 144 11 6%l 0 2%l 0 2%l a\60\edu009.txtl  74%
w n is no longer the question “whether you like or not", but you have to No choice fo 191 15 8%l 0 1%l 0 1%l a\60vedu011.ttl  74%
BET you study something concerntrately and like it, you can hardly stop studying it. I r 266 19 3%l 0 9%l 0 9%l a\60\edu025 ttl  79%
" 12|To some degree, it means what you'll be like in the future. When we are at school, 104 7 7%l 0 7%l 0 7%l a\60\edu027 txtl  39%
13| which change the world are discovered like this. Apparently that learning isn't on 526 42 2%l 0 4%l 0 4%l a\60\edu028.txtl  93%
" 14|'s needed in our developing work:. It's just like the old Chinese sentence: Leam to t 271 27 3%l 0 7%l 0 7%l a\60%edu031.txtl  97%
" 15| er." We don't know how the world will be like when we are 30 or 40, just as my gr 68 66% 0 8%l 0 8%l a\60\edu032 txtl  28%
" 16 some high energy foods but not high fat. Like vegetables, fishes, rice and com. Th 124 14 9%l 0 8%l 0 8%l a\60\edu034 ttl  48%
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" 18| 1 how to rest well, and not to eat as they like. Also, we could never let them do an 97 40%l 0 3%l 0 3%l a\60\edu036.txtl  43%
" 19| n receive more respect and etc. It is just like what Darwin said, “Those who suit, s 220 17 2%1 0 7%l 0 7%l a\60\edu037 txtl  86%
E the view completely. Since many people like Bill Gate, who didn't finish their scho 41 31%0 0 3%l 0 3%l a\60\edu039 txtl  14%
21| r an English write say that a life is more like a river. The current rushes fast and n 253 22 7%l 0 8%l 0 8%l a\60\edu039txtl  78%
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E markets are full of electric products, just like computers. If a person know nothing 101 8 2%l 0 6%l 0 6%l a\60\eduD42 txtl  37%
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Kl 1 The Genre of like

t me know much more about the world. | love my relatives, they taught me what is 54 3 4% 0 4%l 0 4%l a\60\edu048.txtl  14%
man race, so we must also leam how to love, hate, what to contribute, and, in all, 192 10 4% 0 3%] 0 3%l a\60\edu078 txtl  53%
culties and on the contrary, you begin to love English. Another example, when | 123 64%1 0 3% 0 3%l etxt\st30177.txtl  54%
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e only care themselves. The world need love because love is the most powerful st 81 99%l 0 9%l 0 9%l etxt\st31536.dl  51%
emselves. The world need love because love is the most powerful strength in the 83 91%l o0 1%l 0 1%letxt\st31536.ttl  53%
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tes this point by describing the types of love that exist between the me 5 i yyyy 50,945 51002%1 0 7%l 0 7%loncordance cndl  13%
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just as much for nothing more than their love for the game. Colleges may argue 73,066 25513%] 0 5%l 0 5%loncordance cncl  18%
just as much for nothing more than their love for the game. Colleges may argue 73,116 25700%1 0 5%l 0 5%loncordance.cnel  18%
traditional family values, which include: love, respect, discipline, strict morals, st 0623813700 0%l 0 6%l 0 6%loncordance.cndl  27%
traditional family values, which include: love, respect, discipline, strict morals, st 06,288137100%1 0 6%l 0 6%loncordance.cncl  27%
traditional family values, which include: love, respect, discipline, strict morals, st 06,337137209%] 0 6%l 0 6%loncordance cncl  27%
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ZéH% 1 Sematic prosody of like

Types of Semantic Prosody Frequency Percentage
Positi
e 75 75%
Neutral or ambiguous
meaning 20 20%
Negati
egative 5 5%
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3 The colligation of like

¥l 4 The colligation of love

love 0000 42 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 40 0
THE love 0000 34 18 16 3 0 10 0 5 0 1
oF love 0000 16 10 6 0 0 0 0o 10 0 6
TO love 0.000 E 9 6 2 0 Z 1 4 0 0
THAT love 0.000 | 2  § 0 0 0 1 1 0 $
AND love 0.000 T 2 ) 0 1 0 0 1 0 2
s love 0000 7 2 5 1 1 0 0 0 0 1
NEED love  0.000 6 4 2 0 1 2 0 1 0 0
1S love  0.000 6 1 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 3
BY love 0000 5 5 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0
CAN love 0000 5 2 3 0 0 1 0 1 0 0
TYPES love 0000 5 5 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0
BETWEEN love 0000 5 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
DESCRIBING love 0000 5 5 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0
FOR love 0.000 5 2 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
I love 0.000 5 5 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 0
EXIST love 0.000 5 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
ME love 0000 5 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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