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A Comparative Study of Obituaries in Chinese and English Newspapers from the

Perspective of Systemic Functional Grammar
Kelin Zhou
Sichuan University, Sichuan, Chengdu, 610044

Abstract: As a common applied style in daily life, the language study of obituaries, especially the comparative study of
obituaries in different cultures, deserves our attention. Taking the official obituaries published in Chinese and English
newspapers and periodicals as the comparison object, and taking Halliday’s systemic functional grammar as the framework,
this paper aims to find out the differences in the language structure and the cultural characteristics behind the obituary
writing. Finally, we find that the obituaries published by Chinese and English newspapers are quite different in the level of

language and the metafunction of language, including lexical choice, thematic structure, mood system and transitive

structure.
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