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Abstract: The speech act of self-denigration observes the face theory. Most scholars have been exploring self-denigration in
daily communication, but few of them pay attention to that in online context. Based on the speech act of self-denigration on
WeChat Moments of Chinese college students, this essay aims to discuss the illocutionary force indicating devices (IFIDs) and
strategies for realizing self-denigration from the perspective of the face theory. The result shows that Chinese college students
tend to use 3 kinds of IFIDs which are self-denigration words modified with intensifiers, interrogatives and negatives
respectively. With regard to self-denigration strategies, it is found that strategies to heighten self-denigration effects are used
most frequently, while strategies to mitigate self-denigration effects less frequently and strategies to denigrate themselves

without any modifiers least frequently. This paper aims to provide a perspective for further online self-denigration studies.
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