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“General Linguistics Course” Part two chapter four

reading comprehension

Yingtao Song

College of Humanities, Xi 'an Technological University, Xi '‘an, Shaanxi 710000

Abstract: Reading the fourth chapter (The Value of language) of the second part (synchronic Linguistics) of the Course of
General Linguistics, I feel deeply. First, language is the combination of sound and meaning, which are mutually defined
through language. The combination of the two is arbitrary. Second, the value of sound and meaning in language signs is
derived from the difference with other elements of the same kind. Sound and meaning without essential difference are used
as the same unit, otherwise they are different units. Third, in a language system, the parts do not constitute the whole, but the
whole determines the parts.
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