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Documentary subtitle translation from the perspective
of cross-cultural communication

Xiao Yang
School of Foreign Languages, Shandong Jianzhu University, Jinan, Shandong Province 250101

Abstract: Due to different cultural backgrounds, there are differences in audience acceptance. At the same time, as an
audio-visual dual-channel medium, documentaries combine sound and painting to transmit information, which involves the
interaction of various modalities, mainly manifested in the interaction and mutual influence of language, visual images, sound
effects and other symbolic systems. Taking the English-Chinese translation of the first episode of the documentary “General

History of China” “The Road of China” as an example, the article analyzes the translation decisions of the documentary

translator under the guidance of Skopos theory.
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God will is hard to fight against. The bad omen seemed to
come true.
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During the Qin Dynasty, Confucianism fell into darkness.
Confucian ideology seemed to be buried forever in the

history's oblivion.
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“smoke”, 13N “history’ s oblivion”
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It's our past, our experience, invaluable treasure which
contains lessons that we can learn from.
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Hundreds of vessels in the water opened thousands of
sails to protect against the sun, forming a unique and beautiful
spectacle in which sails were highly raised.
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Li Guang always prioritizes the commanders and fighters

Wei Qing is not willing to imitate the Sun and Wu / When
the Flying General ( Li Guang ) is here / Do not let the Huns
soldiers and horses over the Yin Mountain.
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