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Metafictional Interpretation of Lost in the Funhouse:
Deconstruction of the Imitation Relationship between
Art and Life

Du Yao
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Abstract: The relationship between art and life has always been in the center of controversy in the history of art development.
Plato, the ancient Greek sage, proposed the theory of mimesis. Although Plato intended to criticize poet for their ignorance
of the conceptual world, but Plato's artistic view is presented in front of us clearly that art is the imitation of real life. Plato’s
claim thus laid a foundation of art and literary creation for more than two thousand years. This paper discusses the question
and deconstruction of literary imitation tradition in John Bath's Lost in the Funhouse by analyzing its narrative techniques
including self-consciousness, parody, multiple perspectives and combining with Bath's own literary theory and post-modern
deconstruction theory. This paper conclude that Lost in the Funhouse uses experimental writing techniques which have a
respond to Bath's own literary theory on the one hand, and deconstruction the imitation relationship between art and life on the
other hand. Fictional works are no longer the imitation of life, but self-contained reality within themselves.
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