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The semantic evolution and cognitive mechanism of
“baggage”

Beibei Kang
School of Humanities and new media, Changjiang University, Jingzhou 434023, Hubei

Abstract: “baggage” is a common word in spoken Chinese. As a fixed word, it was used roughly in the Yuan Dynasty. Its
original meaning is “cloth used to wrap clothes and so on”. Later, the most common meaning of “package containing clothes
and other items” was extended. Since then, “baggage” has extended new meanings such as “some kind of burnt sacrifice”,
“burden” and “expression methods in the field of cross talk and other folk arts”. From the cognitive point of view, the semantic
evolution of “baggage” is influenced by two cognitive mechanisms, “metonymy” and “metaphor”.
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