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Translation method of Japanese onomatopoepoeia

—— Take the three Chinese translations of <The Dancing Girl of Izu>as an
example

Zhensheng Liu
Jiangxi Normal University of Science and Technology Nanchang City, Jiangxi Province 330000

Abstract: Onomatopoeia is a major feature of Japanese. Many researches have been done on its translation, but they mainly
focus on the lexical and syntactic aspects. Taking Kawabata Yasunari's early work <The Dancer of Izu> as the object, this
paper, by comparing the translations of three translators (Gao Huiqin, Ye Weiqu, Lin Shaohua), investigates the images
of onomatopoeia and mimetic words in the original work based on the cognitive linguistic model of translation, and then
discusses the translation strategies of onomatopoeia and mimetic words. Then it comes to the conclusion that the translation
of Japanese onomatopoeia and mimetic words does not only stay in a fixed method, When translating Japanese onomatopoeia
and mimetic words, we should try our best to approach and interact with the original work through the cognitive linguistic
model of translation. At the same time, we should also take into account the factors such as the readers of the target country
and language norms, and interact with the readers, so as to strive for “harmonious translation”.
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