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Abstract: In traditional linguistics, It is/was...that/who... and shi...de are called cleft sentence or cleft structure, which are the

typical focus structures in English and Chinese. The present paper takes Construction Grammar as the theoretical framework

from the perspective of syntactic to compare the similarities and differences between the two constructions.
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AR E R WEBRIESORE, MGEERT B
A7 (form ) BYPTHE, HIHU R, @5 R K
rReA. AR FEAARIC AR 5 AR R ) —
e, M ik SRR b BRI 3 A RS, AR BT
(' meaning, QFHIENLE . AEE L EAE ), B
IN$E “IIAE” (function, |~ SCATLLERAE N, MLACBRH
B Ak e 5 B S 7 T PR AT A A e, i
e, ANPrIiE LSRR IIRE . IR, TR AR
), A EHAY, Goldberg A HFRAE “form—meaning
pair” M B SRR “pairing of form and function” 51
i A “form and meaning pairing, pairing of form and
function, pairing of form with semantic or discourse function”
SR I, ASCEMIBR L, W b, ok
HB I BT e oy 2 2.

=. SR EIEFE

(—) fri B ry R
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(1) It was five years ago, in Beijing, that I first met John.

(2) It was frequently, in Beijing that they met after that.
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(3) It was in Chicago, over three months, that we
cooperated on the project.

TED Ay 2 A, S A — Ao R alol s,
gl (4):

(4)/NZEIEHER R WARKY o

EPGEPAZ RG] (5), REESEEL LA
PIAS I3, Ui R 35 255 PR AR b0 78 50 B e £
IIEZAENER o

(5) /NI MERAE A T A WARAY o

(=) B Lz

Yt 4y B IEAR LR 2 It is/was...that/who..., JE3(
b AR

Tt A] JH that 3% those 24t

(6) That was a fire extinguisher that they installed
yesterday.

(7)Those are my feet that you’ re stepping on.

BelR T i is fllwas, WALITFIEL.

(a) It has/had been...that/who...

(8) Tt has been only through their revolution that
Nicaraguans have begun to change their relationship.
(Newsweek)

(b) It will/would be ...that/who...

(9) It will not only be the superpowers and the
Scandinavian countries that take the gold. (Newsweek)

(10) It would be a clever child that learned how to make
people laugh from her work. (The September)

(c) It modal verb be...that/who...

(11) It must be the flag they are aiming to. (R. Stovenson)

(12) Tt can’ t be she who is a doctor. (C. Show)

(d) Tt semi—auxiliary verb be...that\who...

(13) Tt seem to be a bee that buzzed loudly in Rupert’ s
bonnet. (D. Laurence)

That 5 £ ST LUZPIELN , whofBFE Ri& Ao Whose
Flwhom 7] LA H IRAE that £ who B B, whose $8 2T E

(14) It is Bruce whose letter I lost.

(15) It is Bruce whom I met yesterday in shopping center.

it 2= s, DUk L ()
WA K2 E e 2.

JEAY T he, BTN SZMREF RS, H2
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SEIAIE RIS, e, B2%F.

(16) 1 282 57 DU B RIS AL T -

FEDUE 350, A7 TR AA ] LS . fE—

Seifdg e, W R o8 A T LASEARS A B 1R 43

(17) 2 25 FK AL (1Y o

(=) FEriny LR

TEor 2k, IFARRN O T LR N R, B
Y 0 — SR, Hrr, BT A SR A S A
WAAAF G BT 25 “BSHIUEE (Discrete )" 5 “HEZiit
( Continuous )" A& — B S, AHE R, B
TR AR FA AR B0 2R T T 0 30 S s s B B M
EEAS i, R A 5 (1 A AR A
], ATLAUHECH B, R ELEA R BN, ARidh [+d].
HEEEWE AR TR 5 AT 5 A IR A A, O, 5L
BB a0, 0 O BB 28R E SR id
[=d]o T IHPRESS PR A () 5K UE X Fh 2 2R AT A5

A7) [+d]

(18) Tt was a bike that I bought to him.

(19) A iR T2 A o

(20) S AL 2 TR

AR, DOEBIAIGEA R 20, FURFIRT .
Sy R FIFIWT A IR DT V% R =T, BRAE
TR SE BT IS PR A 50T, 73 DU 5k 28 /) 1~ AN BT 5
fE =7 ETn EAERNE R, B IR E A E
WL EPIASAE, eI eg, AR 250,

CHITEBIIE TR TTRET () KA.
I AR AN TR

Q) EEAE R EI . AL () FLH. BEAEAR
LY

MUL B, FRATAT IR A S A, 7ED0E
R rh AR A REIE M L SR, A — S, BIAR
SIEAE R (Z3) b, ] (23)

(23)JE/NIHTHE T X A . (
AAERRAY . A/ NI T IX A EHRY .

i [~d]

(24) *1t was saved that he the boy

(25) S BESCEE S B IS

XEESCEE () BB AE SO . X SRR Y
BHPRRECH

Pt e] (24) RS, DUEHIR (25) X
Win) o ERAEDGES, (F23H) + shi+ @I + S +(19) (Rl
R BY S, i (26 ).

(26) 2 AR ANRERIIE R .

2R C ) ARERRAY . 2RISR eI AY

T 251 [—d]

(27) *It was beautiful that Rose used to be.

(28) EAELLIY . £ () ZLHY. AEAJELL.

) NUETHE 13X
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AR LR . I, SEEP] T RARIETCRUN .
(RIS B R 5 5 Y R IEWT DU A, dndal (28)
DR G E TR, DUETPRE AW E R 2, ki
T (29) EATATLIE AR, (29) FRIEE B
FERIA M, sSEEFAASEESRLA. BT —K
() 7R AR R BRI A, ATRAR S (i) +
se+ CIRIE) IR+ (/).

(29) WHRNLRRAREESE 8. WA LR (
(. TR ARG A SRR EESE Y o

Al [-d]

(30) *It was rather that John jumped high.

(31) * /NIRRT

Rl TR R R E LAY . AT B —HE, B4 (30) A

) AR

I¥e

AR [—d]

(32) It was John that whispered in class.

(33) * JEAt B T R R [ 24 (R ALY

Peitirh, AU SE 4 n] R SR EH . s
RIATT. BBGES, LGSO MR Ei,
FHRA, ) (34),

(34) Btk T (

I [~d]

(35) *It was from that the little Tom came China.

(36) * /IR R

R DR R R R LE A, T, R (35) A (36)
TESESCHIPUR T TCRL. I, SRS REAE W £ S0

Bl [-d]

s e

(37) *It was six that Mary saw elephants.

(38) *JEA/NER T RKR.

Jy#in

(39) 1t is the second time that he have been to Xinjiang.

(40) RS VORI, T () B—-UOHR
(o AR — R BT o

B iE oSS . IEWMBUHIREE, 4] (37) F
(38) TESSCHMPUE TR, Pk, BEECRRE B £
Mo TEFPECR, ST (39) 2RREER; Wi,
EARRE T2k, M, DUEFE (40) A
DIVE RS, R R, DORTEUS Tahinl i,
RO ol kol o XAART RS (i) +
2+ R + 31 + 1+ CEE ) CIRIEN A ).

WA, EARARRIZG AR AT LRy F i =i, 8
WL B L R IR SOR 2 G T — 2k

) BT Feo ARARL T
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(41) Tt was the day before yesterday that Lily came back.
(42) Tt was from New York that William came.
(43) Tt was on foot that Mary went to school.
(44) Tt was in a rude way that he spoke.
(45) Tt is to relax myself that I have always done Yoga.
(46) When was it that Lily came back?
(47) /INZEJERER MR
(48) /N T A IR A
(49) /NI R IR A
(50) At A— R f7 A9 J5 2CiERY
(51) 220 T S A 228 A i
(52) /NI A B IR 2
B EmAE T, Al DRSS ) HiAg th25ie, 48

Wh), i TR Jrae B ENIRRER SE ] i FepR i nT
PINE R 5o 2 s i f

FAMFIEEAR

ZHTEAVHE T AR ahia | R Bl
Wik Rl Retk. AR =& A E ", EiEMmEIELD

T AE DL TR DU o B AN REAE N R . fESiE T, A
— S A R U, RN L 3R 1 (specificational
predicative), X EIRE FIGMEIER DI MH, X
2] F H Y B 3R] N 3% S become B want ., E T R 0E
t, TEEEFAME IR G, R AT AR ST s ]
(55) "R, DURWATLL, sl (57).

(53) The monitor of the class is Tom.

Tom is the monitor of the class. (H. R0 E )

*It is Tom who is the monitor of the class.

(54) Xiao Li is a doctor.

*[t is a doctor that Xiao Li is.

(55) Xiao Li wants to be a doctor.

It is Xiao Li who wants to be a doctor.

(56) ZILHY LI 2/ N2

NSRRI . (HAR )

*E/NEIZPTPER

(57) &/NERBN B (
A/ NN B

FEANIE Y R R SO W (BRI AD
SCHARBIAAE, Anfi) (58) 1 (59).

(58) We painted this wall blue.

) JE/NERUECN PR

It was blue that we painted this wall.
(59) We call Hemingway the representative of lost

generation.
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It is the representative of lost generation that we call
Hemingway.

(60) Your impolite behaviour made us unhappy.

*It was unhappy that your behavior made us.

(61) A RARLEFARD L o

AR LA RAR LT

A BRI ST IATEOG, 5 ER RN R,
A BEAE D R RO Xl B (closeness ) i
W, AR A, SRR R e R AR
MSIY, RO BN A A EUE AR R TR,
X BRIR A DIAAIE .

Pi iG]

(62) She had tried her best, but she failed in the exam.

*It was but she failed in the exam that she had tried her
best.

(63) WS T I RIS Iy, HIE R T .

*JEHR SRR T, WS T ERASS T,

R 2 K AETE RO SO AR, R,
IBNVEIIEARE FE I I B0 U £

PN

A2 NTINCIR

(64) Although she had tried her best, she failed again in
the exam.

*It was although she had tried her best that she failed
again in the exam.

(65) AL T RS T1, RRIWT .

RV T RS IR, IR T .

FAFIRTE )«

(66) If it is sunny tomorrow, we will have a picnic.

*t is if it is sunny tomorrow that we will have a picnic.

(67) WMERBIR KNG, BTt LT,

*IEMRIIR R AN, AT L.

H R A -

(68)He ate fast so that he could save some time.

*]t is so that he could save some time that he ate fast.

(69) A T L], /NAEPRARAGIZ IR o
IR T LI TR], ANEPRERAIIZ IR o
ISR

(70) He finished everything as his mother told.

*[t was as his mother told that he finished everything.
(71) HEIRABAD ISR, fSERE T BT S

*RAR ISR, MBS T A

AR IR SIS R, AR T BT FHE

JL AR T DA -

(72)You must fail again in the exam for you lacked of
diligence.

*It was for you lacked of diligence that you must fail
again in the exam.

(73) HTARAE T3, IRFIRITEA Lok

W ARSI, AR E AR

RT A A MR, TRE N, WRAEE
TEor 2R e i ST, ASPRIE T AT
HERKREY, AN 2L R R I RIE
M) because 5|5 H Y ERARTE TE A

(74) It was when he was reading a novel that the teacher
called his name.

(75) & AT/ NZERY I, E A IR

(76) Tt was because it rained heavily that Tom didn’ t
appear this morning.

(77) ZRN TR, A BB,

F4h, RO ER AT LR T L EAE, not until
FNEE A SR P 7R 0] AN R 70 A5 R R e

(78) It was not until about 4 a.m. that she came back.

(79) /NA S BNV R DU i B A M1 SR Y o

M. &3R5

P o3 B A RIE TR 5 AT BT, A
@ RO TN WAN- SR 6 {1155 7= W U CAN =Y
AR BR A =7 TR LU IR, 153 I AEs A 3t
PEEAE, IR RRAE X DE D R A B R
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