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From opening up to maturity New Feeling School and
Eileen Chang’s different writing on urban women

Zuxue Li

Southwest Jiaotong University , Sichuan Chengdu 611756

Abstract: In the first half of the 20th century, under the double action of the rapid internal reform and the influx of Western
civilization, China’s modern cities developed tenaciously, especially Shanghai. Urban literature came into being, and the image
of urban women also went through a wash. From the New Feeling School to Eileen Chang, urban women’s writing experienced
a process from opening up to maturity. As the first modernist novel school in China, the New Feeling School firstly created a
concentrated literary image of urban women, who were trendy, driven by desire and lonely. They had a sense of originality,
but they were also exaggerated and untrue. Eileen Chang, on the other hand, avoided it and wrote a more noble image of urban
women in ways such as tracing the root and compassion writing, thus reaching maturity.
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