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A comparative analysis of Yang and Huo’s translations from the perspective of translation
aesthetics-- Take the third cycle of A Dream of Red Mansions as an example

Yawei Zhang
Shanghai Ocean University, 201306

Abstract: With the acceleration of globalization, excellent traditional Chinese culture has been continuously promoted and many
Chinese cultural classics have gradually spread to the world through English translations. As one of the Four Great Classical Novels
of China, “Dream of the Red Chamber” involves a large number of traditional costumes, classic cuisines, and character descriptions,
which are of great significance in promoting excellent Chinese culture. How to present a good translation has become one of the
hot topics of discussion. This paper aims to study the degree of restoration of the two translations of the third chapter of “Dream of
the Red Chamber” by Hu and Yang in describing the appearance of Daiyu, Wang Xifeng, and Sanchun from different perspectives
of Chinese and Western cultures. By comparing and analyzing the differences between the two translations in terms of word usage,
sentence structure, and length, this paper analyzes their cultural backgrounds and explores translation methods that are more suitable
for presenting Chinese classical novels.
Keywords: A Dream of Red Mansions; Description of appearance; Translation comparison; External translation
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FEFA: Some gaily-dressed maids. ..
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# ¥ A: Her cheeks were the texture of newly ripened

lichees, her nose as sleek as goose fat.

P R: with cheeks as white and firm as a fresh lychee
and a nose as white and shiny as soap made from the whitest
goose- fat.
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¥ ¥ A: Her gold-filigree tiara was set with jewels and
pearls. Her hair-clasps, in the form of five phoenixes facing the
sun had pendants of pearls.

% ¥ A: Her chignon was enclosed in a circlet of gold
filigree and clustered pearls. It was fastened with a pin embellis
hed with a flying phoenixes, from whose beaks pearls were
suspended on tiny chains.
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# P& A: She had the almond-shaped eyes of a phoenix
slanting eyebrows as long and drooping as willow leaves. Her
figure was slender and her manner vivacious. The springtime
charm of her powdered face gave no hint of her latent
formidability. And before her crimson lips parted, her laught

rang out.

ZEPA: She had, moreover, eyes like a painted phoenix,

eyebrows like willow-leaves,

a slender form,

seductive grace;

the ever-smiling summer face

of hidden thunders showed no trace;

the ever-bubbling laughter started

almost before the lips were parted.
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