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The identity of calligraphic writers, the collector and auction market for calligraphy

Xiang Wang

Krirk University, Bangkok 10220, Thailand

Abstract: The period, from late 20th to early 21st century, was the most prosperous era for Chinese art collecting and auctions.
During this period, most of the important Chinese calligraphic works circulating in the auction market were traded through auction
platforms. This article will not discuss what is calligraphy from an academic view, but from the perspective of the art market. That is,
this article focues on examing the calligraphies that are circulated in the auction market for collection or investment, and sorting out
the different identities of the writers associated with such auction items. The aim of this paper is to explore the identification of these
‘calligraphy' writers admitted by collectors and the art market, as well as the relationship between the identity of the writer and the
value or market price associated with the 'calligraphy'. The highlights of this paper are to exploit what types of calligraphy can be
traded in the auction market and be recognised by the collecting and investment community, and how these so-called calligraphic
works are related to the identity of the writer.
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