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A brief introduction to the field of translation

Yizhen Wang
School of Foreign Languages, Xi’an Shiyou University, Xi’an 710065
Abstract: The history of translation activities is as long as the history of human civilization. Western translation originated in the 3rd
century AD and has a history of more than two thousand years. China is an ancient civilization, and its translation history is as
ancient as that of the West. However, due to the existence of many paradoxes in the understanding of translation activities, a
consensus cannot be reached. Due to the pursuit of so-called strict systems and standardization, the traditional understanding of
translation in theory has been excluded. Translation studies are regarded as an independent discipline. The research discipline itself
has a history of only over 50 years. For those who study translation, traditional translation theories should also be given certain
attention. Well-known translation theories include Yan Fu's faithfulness, expressiveness, and elegance theory, functional translation
theory, and Eugene Nida's translation theory, among others.
Keywords: Translation studies; Faithfulness; Expressiveness and elegance; Newmark’s translation theory; Functional translation
theory
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