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The cultivation of students' pragmatic competence in
college English teaching

Lin Xiao
School of Foreign Languages, Wuchang Shouyi University, Wuhan 430064, China

Abstract: In today's globalized world, English has become the universal language of communication. Whether it's academic
exchanges, business transactions, or daily life, English proficiency has become increasingly important. Therefore, in college
English teaching, cultivating students' pragmatic competence is crucial. Pragmatic competence refers to the ability to
comprehend and use language effectively in specific contexts. This not only includes understanding vocabulary, grammar, and
sentence structures but also grasping implied meanings, using appropriate language, and engaging in effective communication
across diverse social and cultural backgrounds. However, many students often encounter difficulties when applying English in
practical situations, such as misunderstanding, unclear expression, and ineffective communication. Hence, in college English
teaching, enhancing students' pragmatic competence is the key to improving their overall English language proficiency. Based
on this, this paper will explore the cultivation of students' pragmatic competence in college English teaching.
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