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Dialogue resonance phenomenon in interview programs
from the perspective of cognitive function
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Abstract: Cognitive linguistics has shifted towards an interactive perspective, and it has now entered the era of dialogue
studies. Based on the notion of “language constructing language,” Du Bois introduced the concept of dialogue syntax,
analyzing interactions and cognitive processes between speech turns from a cognitive functional perspective. Dialogue
syntax focuses on descriptions of syntax beyond the sentence level, rather than traditional linear syntax. Dialogue resonance,
a core concept in dialogue syntax, has become a hot topic among domestic scholars. This paper, from a cognitive functional
perspective, employs a talk show as a source of conversation data, utilizing dialogue diagrams and measures of dialogue
resonance as analytical methods. It primarily investigates the features of dialogue and interaction among Chinese as a second
language speakers at both structural and semantic levels. Dialogue resonance is categorized into five types from a cognitive
functional standpoint: affirmation, negation, modification, questioning, and response. The study finds that: 1) Second language
learners with better proficiency in Chinese tend to exhibit affirmative and responsive functions in dialogue resonance, while
those with lower proficiency predominantly display affirmative and modification functions; 2) In terms of semantics, there
is generally little difference in the resonance levels of utterances between second language learners with varying Chinese
proficiency, with only minor variations observed in dialogue resonance with questioning functions. Using authentic dialogue
data and Chinese as the material, this paper explores the dialogue characteristics of interlocutors in the specific context of talk
shows, offering insights for future research in dialogue syntax.
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