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How to understand Zong Bing's “Drawing on the basis
of natural objects”?

—— 0On Zong Bing's View of Art Education of Confucianism and Taoism

Chen bean
School of Fine Arts, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, China

Abstract: The academic circles have different understandings of Zong Bing's proposition of “Drawing on the basis of natural
objects”, which are mainly divided into two factions. One faction believes that this is a view with a realistic tendency, and this
understanding is methodologically similar to the Western “imitation theory”’; Another faction denies that there is an “imitation”
method in it, and tends to understand Zong Bing's method from the perspective of “expression”, which is methodologically
similar to the Western “expression theory”. The latter is represented by Li Jinggang. By analyzing the cultural background
and combining the western art theory, we can find the Taoist influence in Zong Bing's thought. Zong Bing's expression of
“Drawing on the basis of natural objects” is similar to the expression in “Lao Zi” that “Know a person in the perspective of a
person, know a family in the perspective of a family ,know a neighborhood in the perspective of a neighborhood , know a state
in the perspective of a state ,and know a kingdom in the perspective of a kingdom.”. From the ideological background, there
is also the influence of Taoism. In short, Zongbing's proposition has the obvious meaning of imitating nature. The proposition
of “Drawing on the basis of natural objects” can be regarded as a kind of imitation theory in China. Zong Bing admired
both Confucianism and Taoism, and his art education thought was characterized by the fusion of Confucianism and Taoism.
Generally speaking, Zong Bing's thought reflects the obvious Taoist naturalism tendency.
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