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An Exploration of Heroic Characters in China and Iran
——Yang Yanzhao and Rustam as examples of Sino—Iranian heroes

Jiao Luting

Xi'an International Studies University, Shanxi Xian 710128

Abstract: Yang Yanzhao was a famous general of the Northern Song Dynasty, who lived through the Song dynasties of Taizu,

Taizong and Zhenzong. He was a military man since his childhood and participated in many anti-Liao campaigns in his adult

life. Due to his bravery and outstanding achievements in battle, he rose from the rank of a servant officer to become a one-

man general, eventually reaching the rank of Deputy General of Gao Yang Pass. The story of Rustam's bravery is told in the

south-eastern Iranian province of Sistan, where he fought with distinction against foreign enemies and succeeded in rescuing

a fellow soldier who had been trapped by enemy forces. The heroic spirit of Yang Yanzhao and Rustam has become an

invaluable cultural asset for both Chinese and Iranian folklore, who both admire heroic figures who defend their country.
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