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Five invariants of city identity +1
—— A discussion of urban identity, technology and design

Peian Yao
Wuhan Technology and Business College, Wuhan, Hubei, 430000

Abstract: The formation of urban identity plays an important role in promoting a city's cultural identity, social sense of
belonging and innovative competitiveness. Urban identity also reflects its cultural and economic value even in the strategic
level of competition between countries. As an ongoing topic, urban identity has been studied in disciplines and fields such
as sociology, anthropology, urban planning, travel literature, design and art. From the perspective of design discipline, this
paper discusses the main factors that constitute urban identity. In order to provide ideas and references for the design practice
involving cultural diversity, the author discusses some invariant elements that have always existed in urban space and
constitute urban identity, including spatial structure, object, symbol, perception and function. And today, in addition to these
five elements, a sixth invariant element is added, namely technology, whose importance is becoming more and more common
in the formation and dissemination of urban identity. Finally, the paper explores how design can trigger the process of urban
identity revival by supporting the integration of these identity elements of space.
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