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Understanding and application of section 37 of the Anti-

Domestic Violence Law

Huiging Lin Binyan Ma
Nanhu University of Jiaxing, Jiaxing 314001, China

Abstract: Article 37 of the Anti-Domestic Violence Law provides that violence between cohabitants who are not family

members can be subject to the application of the Anti-Domestic Violence Law. The understanding of “family members”

should be judged according to the provisions of Article 1045 of the Civil Code; the judgment of “cohabitation” should be

made from five aspects: space, time, emotions, economics, and life. Domestic violence includes both tangible physical

violence and intangible violence. Therefore, as long as there is violence between various cohabitation relationships that meet

the “cohabitation” conditions and are not prohibited by law, the Anti-Domestic Violence Law can be applied.
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